
Noon Bible Study: 2 Timothy 4 (Part 2) 
2 Timothy 4:6-8 - Finishing Well 
 
Paul’s life is ending.  You can hear his heart in his writings.  Yet, as he faces the end he makes a few observations: 
 

1 - He gave his all - he compares his life to a drink offering being poured out before the LORD as an act of worship and 
sacrifice.  Paul gave everything he had. 
 

 2 - He never gave up - fought the good fight, finished the course, kept the faith 
  
 3 - He will be rewarded - his life was not in vain. 
 
He reminds us that this hope and reward is not just for the super apostles, but for all who finish their course as well. Here he 
especially mentions that this reward is given to those who have “loved his appearing”, in other words have lived their lives by 
faith. 
 
2 Timothy 4:9-15 - Current Situation 
 
Paul’s days are numbered, and yet he longs to see Timothy again. In fact he mentions this twice in this final section (v. 9, 
21).  Timothy’s relationship to Paul, which we looked at when we first started 1 Timothy is precious to Paul.  If Paul’s life is 
going to end soon, he wants to be with his friend. 
 
This is especially poignant because Paul’s relationship with other men is varied. Some of his fellow laborers have abandoned him 
(Demas, Alexander the coppersmith), some are on other gospel missions (Crescens, Titus and Tychisu), and others are close or 
longed to see (Luke, Mark). At the end of the letter additional Christians will be named indicating Paul is in prison, but not 
without occasional fellowship. 
 
These names and instances represent the ups and downs of Christian life, especially in the service of Christ and his church.  Some 
brothers and sisters you journey with for a lifetime, others for only a season.  Some you break with while others hurt and 
abandon you. 
 
Demas is mentioned in Colossians 4:14 as sending his greetings to the church along with Luke - and now Paul cites Demas has 
having deserting him due to love of “this present world” (v. 10).  As for Alexander the coppersmith, it’s unclear if he was a 
Christian at any point.  Here is what the ESV Study Bible says: 
 

“The Alexander mentioned here cannot be identified with certainty. He may or may not be the same Alexander that Paul 
mentions in 1 Tim. 1:20 as one who has been excommunicated. If he is the same person, he may still have been in Ephesus 
causing trouble. However, since he is identified as a coppersmith and there is evidence of a guild of coppersmiths in Troas, 
this may be a different man living in Troas. This would explain his mention here after Paul has asked Timothy to collect his 
cloak in Troas (2 Tim. 4:13).” 

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


 
Whoever he might be, Timothy is warned about him specifically and is convinced the Lord is going to judge him for the harm he has 
done. 
 
2 Timothy 4:16-18 - Can I Get A Witness? 
 
As you know, Paul is in prison, awaiting trial and sentencing.  Throughout his life he has been arrested and transported as a 
prisoner. Much of the later part of the book of Acts tells of Paul’s journey to Rome as a prisoner - due to accusations against 
him by the Jews of Jerusalem.  He was under house arrest in Rome for some time during which he wrote his letters.  At some point, 
unrecorded in Acts, Paul was released from house arrest and embarked on another missionary journey.  It was during this time 
that Nero was Emperor and a widespread persecution of Christians began.  During this time, somewhere around 66 AD, Paul is 
arrested again - and that is the moment we have been reading in 2 Timothy.  As a Roman citizen, Roman law would allow for a 
trail which would include an advocate (lawyer) as well as witnesses related to the charges.   
 

“We are not told what charges had been laid against him. We know from (early church historians) the kind of allegations 
which were being made against Christians at that time.  They were supposed to be guilty of horrid crimes against the state 
and against civilized society.  They were accused of “atheism” (because they shunned idolatry and emperor-worship), of 
cannibalism (because they spoke of eating Christ’s body), and even of a general “hatred of the human race” (because of their 
supposed disloyalty to Caesar and perhaps because they had renounced the popular pleasures of sin).  It may be that some of 
these charges were being leveled against Paul.  Whatever the case for his prosecution, he had no-one to defend him but 
himself.  Either because Christian friends could not or would not, he was unsupported and alone.  This moment, one might 
cautiously say, was Paul’s Gethsamanie.  Of course his agony was different from Christ’s.  Yet like his Master before him he 
had to face his ordeal alone, for at the time of his greatest need he could say “everyone has deserted me”, as it is written 
of Christ “everyone deserted him and fled (Mark 14:50).” (John Stott, “The Message of 2 Timothy” Page 97-98) 

 
And yet, Paul is not alone for “the Lord stood with me and strengthened me” (v. 17).  is this not the the great promise of Jesus to 
all those who will follow and stand for him? - “I will be with you always…” 
 
Paul has modeled his Lord in so many ways, perhaps none more strikingly than in this hour.  Commenting on the fact no one 
supported him, he writes “may it not be counted against them” (v. 16). Who does this sound like?  Jesus - abandoned and forsaken 
- yet says: “Father forgive them…” (Luke 23:34). 
 
Paul was spared from death (v. 17, “rescued from the lion’s mouth”) for the moment, allowing him to continue to proclaim the 
gospel and finish his ministry. 
 
No matter what happens next, Paul is confident that “the Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring him safely into his 
heavenly kingdom (v. 18).”  Be sure, Paul’s confidence in the Lord’s rescue is in spite of his own coming suffering or death.  His 
eyes are fixed on the kingdom to come. 
 
2 Timothy 4:19-22 - Final Words 
 
From a literary perspective, we reached the crescendo of Paul’s letter in verse 18, but according to Paul’s manner, there are 
housekeeping items to tie up before the letter really ends. He sends his greetings to Priscilla and Aquila, two of his early 
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ministry partners (who are still faithful), as well as the household of Onesiphorus, who he has already referenced as caring for 
him in Ephesus and again during his Roman imprisonment (2 Timothy 1:16-18).  He also mentions other fellow laborers who have 
appeared previously in Scripture - Erastus (Acts 19:22, Romans 16:23) and Trophimus (Acts 20:4, Acts 21:29).  Lastly he lists some 
of the faithful who are with him in Rome who send their love to Timothy (Eubulus, Pudens, Linus, Claudia and others).  Paul might 
have been the headliner, but there were (and are) many faithful men and women behind the scenes helping to further the gospel of 
Christ. 
 
And then Paul ends his final letter the way he ends most of his letters - by entrusting the reader into the Lord’s care, sustained 
by the grace of God (v. 22). 
 
What happened next? 
 
The Bible itself does not contain the record of the final days of Paul. Church history and tradition tell us that Paul was 
beheaded around the year 67 AD under the order of Emperor Nero.  As a Roman citizen he would not have been tortured (Peter for 
example was crucified and others killed for sport in the coliseum).  At the time of Paul’s death, Christianity and the way of 
Jesus was no longer a small sect of Judaism.  It has spread throughout the world and intense persecution has heated up as a 
result.  How wonderful of God to inspire Paul to write letters to the churches to preserve the gospel and his teachings and his 
example after his death! 
 
Unlike other movements though - Christianity did not stop or slow because of Paul’s death.  In fact, the opposite usually occurs! 
Paul’s death, as with the death of every martyr, is not a sad end, it is a seed - a gospel seed that gets planted which produces 
countless other gospel proclaimers.  We only have one Apostle Paul - but there was only a need for one Apostle Paul.  There was 
a need for Timothy, not to be Paul but to be Timothy.  And Timothy’s apprentice needed to be who he was.  And the same is true of 
you and I. 
 
Remember, Paul was transformed and empowered by God’s spirit - and that was the plan all along.  Jesus told his disciples it was 
to their advantage that he left - for then, when the Holy Spirit came, the power, message and love of Jesus would be multiplied 
exponentially through each spirit filled Christian.  Paul brought the gospel to places far and wide in the Roman world - 
generations of Christians owe a debt to the apostle Paul.  But if we had the chance to thank him, I wonder if he would welcome 
it. 
 
You see, it wasn’t Paul, it was Jesus.  And it wasn’t Timothy, it was Jesus and it isn’t you, it’s Jesus. That is why the final 
words ever recorded of Paul are “the Lord be with your spirit and grace be with you.” Paul is dead, waiting for the resurrection 
- he speaks now only through his letters - but Jesus Christ is alive and speaking and working today! 
 
Brothers and sisters, the Lord and his grace are with us as they were with Paul and as they were with Timothy. Pour yourself out 
for him.  Fight the good fight for him.  Finish your race for him.  Live your life for the one who died for you.  For there is no 
other reason to live.  The reward and rewarder of our brother Paul awaits us in glory.  

 
2 Timothy 4:18 - To Him be the glory forever and ever. Amen 
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